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recovered, he would turn out to be a great man, a prophecy which
had also been made by his uncle Sorabji on seeing the cold's fore-
head when he was in the cradle. After days of agonizing suspense,
family tradition runs, the little patient suddenly woke up one day,
bitterly crying. When asked for the reason, he sobbed that he had
seen his grandmother in a garden full of flowers, and that she had
given him a push and turned him out. The old folks in the family
regarded it as a happy omen, and from that moment the child began
to recover.
Pherozeshah's early education began in what was known as
Ayrton's school This was an institution established by Mr. Dhunji-
bhoy Cama, one of the partners of the elder Mehta, and honoured
with the name of Ayrton, who was the family solicitor of the
Camas, and who took a great interest in the education of boys. In
those days, though there was not so much general intercourse
between Englishmen and Indians as exists at present, there was
much more of genuine friendship between individuals, and mani-
festations of friendly regard like the above were not unusual. In
many cases the Parsis of those days adopted the surnames of their
patrons or friends, and were known by the latter.
From Ayrton's school, Pherozeshah went in 1855 to that well-
known institution which was known as the "Branch School," the
cradle of many distinguished men who have made history in
Bombay. After six happy years spent in an irresponsible and happy-
go-lucky way, characteristic of all healthy-minded schoolboys, he
passed the Matriculation, which had been instituted soon after the
great charter of education of 1854 was brought into operation.
Shortly after, he joined the Elphinstone College, then located in a
place at Gowalia Tank Road, known as "Tankerville." It was an old
and unpretentious building, immediately adjoining a large tank now
filled in, but the grounds were spacious and full of trees. The sur-
roundings were pleasant, and compared favourably with present-day
conditions.
Of Pherozeshah's life at College, there is not much to be said. He
was a keen and diligent student, particularly fond of history and
English literature, and showed himself to be endowed with a mind
of unusual capacity. His personality was striking. Though of little